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3i2 Mr. Jones's Account of a Volcano 

IX. An Account of Weft-River Mountain, and the Appear- 
ance of there having been a Volcano in it. In a Letter from 
Daniel Jones, Ejq-, of Hindfdale, to the Rev. Joseph 
Willard. Prefdent of the Vniverfity at Cambridge, V. 
Pref. A. A. 

Hindfdale, November 2, 1783. 
S I R, 

IRE C E I V ED your's of the 1 8th of Auguft laft, and ob- 
ferved the contents : and as I am not only willing, but defirous 
of doing all in my power to aid the literati in their purfuit of 
knowledge, immediately upon the receipt of your letter, (altho* 
I have often been upon Weft- River Mountain J repaired there 
again, with the beft guides, and thoroughly explored the fame. 
The Mountain is fituate about twelve miles north of MaJJa- 
chufetts line, on the eaft fide of, and adjoining ConnecJicut-Ri- 
vcr, in the county of Che/hire, and ftate of New-Hampjhire, 
and oppofite the mouth of Wejt-River t from which its name 



The Mountain, in all its parts, contains about three thou- 
fand acres of land, and is very uneven. The fouth and weft 
afcents, very fteep : the north and eaft not fo fteep, but very 
ragged. 

On the fouth fide of the Mountain, about eighty rods from 
the fummit, there has been an eruption, — perhaps not within 
the prefent, or laft century. The pcafants, in the neighbour- 
hood of the Mountain, difcovered this place, and became pof- 
feffed with the idea of gold duft being in the Mountain, and 
that it melted down into a folid body, by the extreme heat of 
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the Mountain, at the time the eruptten happened : in confe- 
■quenceof which, they went to work in fearch of the fuppofed 
streafure ; and after fruitlefs fearches, formed larger connections, 
' entered into covenant with the. proprietors of the land, and with 
one another, to make fearch for all kinds *>f mine and mineral. 
They have dug down about feventy or eighty feet j and in fome 
^places, where the rocks permit, twenty feet wide j but they are 
now impeded by the rocks, and the water that comes from the 
Mountain above the hole. The external parts of the hole is 
entirely rock, and in many places much burnt and foftened. 
There are fmall holes in various places" of the rock where they 
dig, like the arch of an oven, and the rock feems to be dif- 
iblved by heat ; the cinders and melted drois adhere to it, and 
-hang down in drops like fmall icicles, fomething refembl- 
ing in colour, the cinders of a furnace, or black glafs, and it 
is fo fattened to the rock, that it appears as if it was originally 
part of the fame. 

They dig out of the "hole, near the furface, various "ftrata of 
earth, or mineral ; and in digging a drain to let Out the water, 
•they find a great plenty of the fame kind of earth j and as it lies 
-in the ground, the different completions 'are very curious to 
obferve : there is a very fine foft yellow-oker, which, burnt, 
makes a good Spanifh brown ; there is "another' ftrata, refem- 
bling levigated antimony, the particles very foft ; another of a 
feint yellow, fine, foft, and very greafy, which quality is not loft 
by lying on the furface of the earth, for a long'time/expofed to 
the fun and air j there is another that refembles apeachblofiom 
in colour, but the. texture more like the oker : and thefe va- 
rious mineral, or earth, are not intermixed. At the mouth of 
the hole, there was blown out melted drofs, which ftuck to 
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the rocks ; and in the hole was found various pieces of /lone, 
which appeared to be difiolved by fire, and the fides of the 
rock blackened by fire -, fo that this hole muft have been filled 
ap finee the eruption took place. 

The miners inform me, that in the morning they frequently 
©bferve upon the earth that has been thrown out, fomething 
very white, and by touching, it with their tongue fuppole it to 
be falt-petre. 

In my late fearch, I went to the top of the Mountain, di- 
rectly above the place where the before- mentioned eruption 
happened, to fee if there was a crater. The peak is fmall, and 
there are about twenty rods of ground on the fummit, which is 
rather hollow, where water Hands in a wet feafon (as is com- 
mon in mountainous countries) but no regular crater. The 
hollow is oblong, and would have been, propably, had there 
been a great volcano (unlefs the heat had been fo intenfe as to 
have difiolved a prodigious ridge of folid rock, about fifty feet 
to the weft of this hole) fo to the top of the Mountain, which 
forms one fide of a large dingle, from the top to the bottom of 
.the Mountain, four or five hundred feet perpendicular ; where 
immenfe quantities of rock have fallen down, occafioned, proba- 
bly, by explofions in the Mountains, or earthquakes. That 
there have been various explofions in the Mountain, is beyond a 
doubt, and in various places, which have occafioned great quan- 
tities of flone and rock to fall from the Mountain ; but I am 
inclined to think thefe explofions are not frequent, as formerly, 
even fifty years ago ; for I am told by ancient people of vera- 
city, who formerly dwelt at Fort-Dummer (oppofite the Moun- 
tain) that there were frequently explofions, and fire and fmoke 
were emitted. 
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The laft explofion that I recollect, happened about five or fix 
years ago, the noife refembling that of an earthquake, and the 
earth trembled confiderably where I was, about four or five 
miles from the Mountain ; my herd of cattle were greatly ter- 
rified thereby, and run together through fear. 

That there has been fomething more than a fudden explofion, 
every one that views it muft be convinced : but that there has 
been any confiderable volcano, fo as to caufe the earth above to 
fall in or fettle, no one, I prefume, will pretend* 

I am, Sir, with great refpect, 

your very humble fervant, 

DANIEL JONES. 

"The Rev. Joseph Willard, 
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